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stands by it now, deserves the love and
thanks of man and woman.”

On November 11, Veterans Day, many cele-
brations will be held to honor those who have
served this great country. We will honor them
and applaud their efforts because they are not
“summer soldiers” or “sunshine patriots,” but
instead they answered the call in many of our
Nation’s most turbulent times.

At one such event, the Rabun County
Chamber of Commerce will honor hundreds of
veterans, spouses, and widows/widowers for
their service to our Nation. This will be the
11th annual Veteran’s Appreciation Dinner,
and | believe it is a great testament to the pa-
triotism and love for country that these cham-
ber members have worked so hard to make
this event possible. Veterans of every conflict
from World War |l to Iraq and Afghanistan are
expected to attend.

As a marine, | understand how much of a
sacrifice it is to serve one’s country in the
Armed Forces. | know that the many veterans,
who will be honored in Rabun County and all
across this country, did not join up to be he-
roes or win medals. Instead, they heard the
call of a nation, and they bravely answered.
Over the past century, the United States has
repeatedly faced overwhelming odds as it has
fought to protect liberty at home as well as
abroad. Our thanks and gratitude will never be
enough to repay the debt this nation owes to
all our veterans, but we gratefully offer it any-
way.

Because of their service and the grace of
God, this country remains the greatest nation
on Earth. | urge my colleagues to join me in
honoring our Nation’s veterans as well as the
wonderful members of the Rabun County
Chamber of Commerce and all who are hon-
oring those who served.

HONORING EL PASO VETERANS

HON. SILVESTRE REYES

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday, November 7, 2009

Mr. REYES. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor our El Paso area veterans. Our nation
joins together annually on November 11 to
honor our men and women who have served
in uniform for their service and for their sac-
rifices. From speeches to ceremonies, the
voices of Americans join in tribute to all vet-
erans, from the patriots who fought for our
freedom in the Revolutionary War to the Sol-
diers, Sailors, Airmen, and Marines who are
serving today in Iraq, Afghanistan and around
the world.

It is critical that our support for veterans
goes beyond words; we must honor those who
have served with our actions. As a Vietnam
veteran, | came to office knowing that one of
my highest duties would be to improve the
lives of all of our veterans, particularly those
whom | have the privilege to represent here in
Congress.

El Paso is a community which embraces our
nation’s military forces and the families who
support them. El Pasoans have demonstrated
our support for veterans and the soldiers who
live and work on Fort Bliss in many ways,
from a new USO center and another in the
works, to an annual Freedom Fiesta. Perhaps
the most important development for El Paso
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veterans is the establishment of a new joint
Army and Veterans Administration, VA, med-
ical center complex. To meet the needs of the
historic expansion of Fort Bliss and the grow-
ing number of veterans, these new facilities
will bring care to all generations, helping en-
sure that all veterans get the care that they
need and deserve.

Congress has greatly expanded veterans
benefits in the last three years, passing his-
toric increases in VA spending. Congress also
enacted a new Gl Bill to provide a full four-
year college education to every military mem-
ber who served on active duty since Sep-
tember 11, 2001. And Congress added funds
to improve the VA’s claims processing and de-
crease wait times for all veterans.

Our veterans swore an oath to serve and
defend our nation. They backed this oath with
their actions, and in some cases their lives.
Our country owes these brave men and
women, not just our pledge to honor that serv-
ice, but tangible benefits which reflect their
sacrifices to ensure we remain strong, secure
and free.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RON KIND

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday, November 7, 2009

Mr. KIND. Madam Speaker, on November 2,
2009, | missed rolicall votes 832, 833, and
834 to attend parent teacher conferences for
my two sons. Had | been present, | would
have voted “aye” on each of those votes.

HONORING WILLIAM AVERY

HON. JERRY MORAN

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday, November 7, 2009

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Madam Speaker, |
rise today in memory of William Avery, former
Governor and Congressman from the state of
Kansas. Governor Avery passed away No-
vember 4th at the age of 98 in his home state
that he served in so many ways. Prior to his
passing, he was the oldest living former mem-
ber of Congress. A lifelong Kansan, Governor
Avery deserves to be celebrated as a fine
public servant and a good man.

A native of Wakefield, Kansas, he returned
to the family farm after graduating from the
University of Kansas. Then, Governor Avery
did what many young men of his generation
did. He left the family farm to serve his coun-
try in World War 1l as a pilot. This would be
only the first act of service in what would
prove to be a distinguished career serving the
people of not only Kansas, but the nation.

Following his service on his local school
board, Governor Avery served four years in
the Kansas House of Representatives. This
preceded his decade long career representing
Kansas in the House of Representatives. Gov-
ernor Avery then added to his already impres-
sive resume by becoming Kansas’ 37th Gov-
ernor serving in 1965 and ’'66. While he
served only one, two-year term, Governor
Avery made a series of indelible marks on the
cultural and political landscape of Kansas.
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Governor Avery would see his political career
come to a final close following an election loss
to Bob Dole in a GOP Senatorial primary.

Today, we see an increasing number of
public officials who have lost touch with their
constituencies. They move to Washington or
their respective state capitals and become
someone other than the person who was origi-
nally elected. Governor Avery was certainly
not one of those men. He was simply a farmer
and rancher that was entrusted with providing
for the wellbeing of his state and nation. Pub-
lic servants would do well to use this man as
a model for their own service. A true man of
the people whose heart stayed on the farm on
which he was raised. Yet unselfish enough to
leave to serve his state and nation when
called upon to do so.

A statesman and a gentleman who pursued
the right ends regardless of their popularity,
Governor Avery would have undoubtedly had
a lifelong political career had he focused on
the politically expedient choices rather than
the choices that would benefit Kansas. That
type of courage is, unfortunately, often a rarity
in today’s leadership. Yes, the family and
friends of Governor Avery have lost an impor-
tant part of their lives. But everyone who has
ever held an elected office in this nation has
lost a role model of the highest caliber.

My thoughts and prayers are with the family
of Governor Avery during this time of mourn-
ing. His children William Avery, Jr., Brad
Avery, Barbara Avery, and Sue Avery along
with their families have much to be proud of.
| am thankful for his service and honored to
call him my fellow Kansan.

———

H.R. 3854: SMALL BUSINESS
FINANCING AND INVESTMENT ACT

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday, November 7, 2009

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, | support our
Nation’s small business and the passage of
the “Small Business Financing and Investment
Act,” H.R. 3854.

Small businesses play an integral role in the
United States economy. Small businesses em-
ploy more than half of all workers in the pri-
vate sector and generate 60 to 80 percent of
new jobs in this country. The small business
financing and lending programs improved by
this bill would help small businesses not only
survive the current downturn, but help them to
expand and create new jobs.

Last month, | brought more than 50 high-
tech small business owners to Washington to
discuss the issues facing their businesses.
Many of these small business owners told me
about the struggles they face in finding credit
and investment funding, which they need to
maintain and expand their businesses. They
talked about how reluctant banks were to lend
to small businesses in these difficult economic
times. This bill would help those small busi-
ness owners by extending key provisions from
the Recovery Act passed earlier this year.
First, the legislation would aid small busi-
nesses by eliminating fees on Small Business
Administration, SBA, loans, in order to make
these loans more affordable for small busi-
nesses. The bill further would assist these
small businesses by providing a Federal guar-
antee of certain loans, to encourage local
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banks and credit unions to increase their lend-
ing to small businesses.

| appreciate how the Small Business Fi-
nancing and Investment Act assists high-tech
businesses and entrepreneurs. Beginning in
the last quarter of 2008, investments in early-
stage businesses, such as these, plunged 26
percent. To address this shortage, the bill
would establish a new Early-Stage Investment
Program at SBA, which would pair SBA grants
with private venture capital in order to target
investment dollars to promising technology
small business startups. The legislation makes
improvements to the Renewable Energy Cap-
ital Investment program in order to increase
investment in small business that are re-
searching alternative and renewable energy
technologies to meet our future energy needs.

| am pleased that H.R. 3854 helps veterans
interested in starting their own businesses.
Our Nation was built by citizen-soldiers, yet
too often, our veterans have difficulty finding
well-paid, rewarding work in the Nation they
served and protected. We need to do more to
help our youngest veterans find gainful em-
ployment. According to the Department of
Labor, veterans between the ages of 18 and
24 had an unemployment rate of 14.1 percent;
nearly double the rate of those between the
ages of 25 to 34, 7.3 percent. It is unaccept-
able that hundreds of thousands of veterans
who have risked their own lives to defend our
country can’t find jobs, and many endure
homelessness and lives of poverty after they
return home. Our brave men and women in
uniform have given so much for this country;
it is right that the Congress help ensure that
our returning soldiers have jobs when they
come home. The legislation helps veterans by
offering higher guarantees and lower cost
loans, so they can access more affordable
capital.

The Small Business Financing and Invest-
ment Act builds on the investments that this
Congress made through the American Recov-
ery and Reinvestment Act. This bill would pro-
vide further aid to our small business and con-
tinues our efforts to put the economy back on
the track to recovery.

| urge my colleagues to vote in favor of this
bill to support our Nation’s small businesses.

———

MEDIA SLIGHT CONSERVATIVE
PROTESTS

HON. LAMAR SMITH

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday, November 7, 2009

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speaker, the
national media give Americans a tale of two
protests.

On the one hand, you have liberal protests,
to which the media give extensive and positive
coverage. On the other hand, you have con-
servative protests. The media downplay these
demonstrations and demonize the protestors.

On Thursday, thousands of people from
around the country gathered in front of the
Capitol to voice their opposition to a Govern-
ment takeover of health care. The New York
Times buried its coverage of the protest on
page A15.

A couple of months ago, the Times buried
its coverage of the conservative September 12
protests on page A37.
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In contrast, the Times has given much bet-
ter coverage to protests regarding amnesty,
gay rights, and other liberal causes.

The New York Times and the national
media should give fair coverage to protests on
both sides, not just the ones they agree with.

PROMOTING INNOVATION AND AC-
CESS TO LIFE-SAVING MEDICINE
ACT

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday, November 7, 2009

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, | and others have spoken at length
on the ways that this bill improves and will im-
prove health care for all of our constituents.
Another significant benefit of this legislation
which has not received as much attention will
be the creation of new high-paying jobs in this
country. Let me repeat that for some of my
friends on the other side of the aisle, this bill
will create high-paying, high-quality jobs in
healthcare delivery, technology, and research
in the United States.

First, this bill will create enormous demand
for healthcare workers, especially in the area
of primary care. Insuring the millions of Ameri-
cans in this country who currently have no in-
surance will allow them to see primary care
providers and receive the wellness and pre-
ventive care they have been denied for too
long. This influx of new patients will need doc-
tors, nurses and technicians for their care,
while reducing overall healthcare costs be-
cause they will not need much more expen-
sive hospitalizations. | support channeling re-
sources that for too long have been used to
treat people once they become sick into jobs
and services that will prevent people from get-
ting sick in the first place.

Second, this bill will continue the efforts we
began in the stimulus package to deploy new
health information technologies that better
manage both the quality of care people re-
ceive and the cost at which they receive it.
New health care exchanges and new de-
mands on the health system to provide high-
quality and cost-effective health care will cre-
ate new opportunities and markets for our
brightest technology minds. They will be
incentivized to create and develop products
that will be a win/win for Americans: high qual-
ity health care at an affordable price.

Third, this bill will create high quality re-
search opportunities in this country. The En-
ergy and Commerce Committee enacted a
framework for allowing biosimilar competition
in this country. This new class of medicines
will help lower costs and bring competition to
one area that is key to the future of our
healthcare system. Biotechnology is on the
cutting edge of efforts to reducing costly
invasive procedures and allowing our constitu-
ents to live healthier and more productive
lives. The creation of this new class of medi-
cines comes with requirements for new clinical
research and testing, especially in the area of
whether a new biosimilar can be interchange-
able with an innovator’s product. This research
will create high quality and high paying jobs
and it is imperative that we keep this research
and these jobs in this country. We cannot
allow these research opportunities to leave
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this country, and | intend to work with the Sec-
retary of HHS and the Commissioner of the
FDA to ensure they stay in the United States.

Madam Speaker, | do not look at this bill as
one of cost or drain on the economy of our
country like so many of its opponents on the
other side of the aisle. | see this bill as an ex-
citing opportunity to create the kind of jobs we
so desperately need in this country while at
the same time improving the lives of all Ameri-
cans. This bill will improve health care, create
jobs and grow our economy.

———

NATIONAL SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY
WEEK

SPEECH OF

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 6, 2009

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, | voted against H.
Res. 700, designating the week of November
9 as National School Psychology Week to
draw attention to the threat to liberty posed by
proposals that school physiologists perform
mandatory mental evaluations of all school
children without parental consent.

The New Freedom Commission on Mental
Health has recommended that the federal and
state governments work toward the implemen-
tation of a comprehensive system of mental-
health screening for all Americans. The com-
mission recommends that universal or manda-
tory mental-health screening first be imple-
mented in public schools as a prelude to ex-
panding it to the general public. However, nei-
ther the commission’s report nor any related
mental-health screening proposal requires pa-
rental consent before a child is subjected to
mental-health screening. Federally funded uni-
versal or mandatory mental-health screening
in schools without parental consent could lead
to labeling more children as “ADD” or “hyper-
active” and thus force more children to take
psychotropic drugs, such as Ritalin, against
their parents’ wishes.

Too many children are suffering from being
prescribed psychotropic drugs for nothing
more than children’s typical rambunctious be-
havior. According to Medco Health Solutions,
more than 2.2 million children are receiving
more than one psychotropic drug at one time.
In fact, according to Medico Trends, in 2003,
total spending on psychiatric drugs for children
exceeded spending on antibiotics or asthma
medication.

Many children have suffered harmful side
effects from using psychotropic drugs. Some
of the possible side effects include mania, vio-
lence, dependence, and weight gain. Yet, par-
ents are already being threatened with child
abuse charges if they resist efforts to drug
their children. Imagine how much easier it will
be to drug children against their parents’ wish-
es if a federally funded mental-health screener
makes the recommendation.

Universal or mandatory mental-health
screening could also provide a justification for
stigmatizing children from families that support
traditional values. Even the authors of mental-
health diagnosis manuals admit that mental-
health diagnoses are subjective and based on
social constructions. Therefore, it is all too
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